What is Claimed is: 

1. An information-processing apparatus comprising: 
storage means for storing application programs and 

data files; 

processing means for activating an application 
program stored in said storage means to carry out 
required processing; 

communication means for communicating data with an 
external server; and 

control means for controlling said communication 
means and said storage means; 

wherein said control means controls said 
communication means and said storage means in such a 
manner that when an application program is downloaded 
from said server connected by said communication means, 
if said storage means has a free storage area left in 
which said application program is allowed to be installed, 
said application program downloaded from said server is 
installed in said storage means; but if said storage 
means has no free storage area left in which said 
application program is allowed to be installed, an 
application program or a data file stored in said storage 
means is saved to an external recording medium by way of 
said communication means in order to allocate a free 
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storage area in said storage means and then said 
application program transmitted from said server is 
installed in said storage means. 

2. The information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, further comprising: 

activation-history management means for storing 
information on an activation history for each application 
program and for updating said information on an 
activation history for a specific application program 
upon activation of said specific application program by 
said processing means; 

wherein said control means selects an application 
program to be saved to said external recording medium on 
the basis of said information on an activation history. 

3. The information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said storage means is a non- volatile 
storage area. 

4. The information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein if an application program or a data 
file saved in said external recording medium exists at 
completion of use of an active application program 
downloaded from said server, said control means controls 
operations carried out by said communication means and 
said storage means to delete said active application 
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program from said storage means in order to restore said 
saved application program or saved said data file from 
said external recording medium to said storage means by- 
way of said communication means. 

5. The information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said processing means activates an 
application program upon installation of said application 
program downloaded from said server into said storage 
means . 

6. A server comprising: 

communication means for carrying out communications 
of data; 

downloaded- data storage means for storing a variety 
of application programs to be downloaded; 
saved -data storage means; and 

control means for controlling said communication 
means, said downloaded- data storage means, and said 
saved- data storage means; 

wherein when said server receives a download 
request from an information processing apparatus 
connected to said server via said communicating means for 
carrying out communications of data, said control means 
transmits an application program stored in said 
downloaded-data storage means to said information 
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processing apparatus, and when said server receives a 
saving request from said information apparatus, said 
control means stores an application program or a data 
file transmitted from said information processing 
apparatus in said saved- data storage means as saved data. 

7. The server according to claim 6, further 
comprising charging means for carrying out a charging 
process to request the user of said information- 
processing apparatus to pay a cost required for a process 
of transmitting an application program on the basis of 
the download request made by said information-processing 
apparatus, and a cost required for storing an application 
program or a data file on the basis of the saving request 
made by said information -processing apparatus. 

8. An information communication system including 
an information-processing apparatus and a server 
connected to said information -processing apparatus in a 
state of being able to exchange data with said 
information- processing apparatus, 

said information-processing apparatus comprising: 
storage means for storing application programs and 
data files ; 

processing means for activating an application 
program stored in said storage means to carry out 
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required processing; 

communication means for communicating data with an 
external server; and 

control means for controlling said communication 
means and said storage means; 

wherein said control means controls said 
communication means and said storage means in such a 
manner that when an application program is downloaded 
from said server connected by said communication means, 
if said storage means has a free storage area left in 
which said application program is allowed to be installed, 
said application program downloaded from said server is 
installed in said storage means; but if said storage 
means has no free storage area left in which said 
application program is allowed to be installed, an 
application program or a data file stored in said storage 
means is saved to an external recording medium by way of 
said communication means in order to allocate a free 
storage area in said storage means and then said 
application program transmitted from said server is 
installed in said storage means, 

said server comprising: 

communication means for carrying out communications 
of data; 
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downloaded- data storage means for storing a variety 
of application programs to be downloaded; 
saved- data storage means; and 

control means for controlling said communication 
means, said downloaded- data storage means, and said 
saved-data storage means ; 

wherein when said server receives a download 
request from an information processing apparatus 
connected to said server via said communicating means for 
carrying out communications of data, said control means 
transmits an application program stored in said 
downloaded- data storage means to said information 
processing apparatus, and when said server receives a 
saving request from said information apparatus, said 
control means stores an application program or a data 
file transmitted from said information processing 
apparatus in said saved-data storage means as saved data. 

9. The information communication system according 
to claim 8, further comprising charging means for 
carrying out a charging process to request the user of 
said information-processing apparatus to pay a cost 
required for a process of transmitting an application 
program on the basis of the download request made by said 
information-processing apparatus, and a cost required for 
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storing an application program or a data file on the 
basis of the saving request made by said information- 
processing apparatus. 

10. An information-processing method comprising 
the steps of: 

storing application programs and data files in a 
storing means; 

activating an application program stored in said 
storage means to carry out required processing by a 
processing means; 

communicating data with an external server by way 
of a communication means; and 

controlling said communication means and said 
storage means by a control means; 

wherein said control means controls said 
communication means and said storage means in such a 
manner that when an application program is downloaded 
from said server connected by said communication means, 
if said storage means has a free storage area left in 
which said application program is allowed to be install 
said application program downloaded from said server is 
installed in said storage means; but if said storage 
means has no free storage area left in which said 
application program is allowed to be installed, an 
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application program or a data file stored in said storage 
means is saved to an external recording medium by way of 
said communication means in order to allocate a free 
storage area in said storage means and then said 
application program transmitted from said server is 
installed in said storage means. 

11. The information-processing method according to 
claim 10, further comprising the step of: 

storing information on an activation history for 
each application program and updating said information on 
an activation history for a specific application program 
upon activation of said specific application program by 
said processing means; 

wherein said control means selects an application 
program to be saved to said external recording medium on 
the basis of said information on an activation history. 

12. The information-processing method according to 
claim 10, wherein if an application program or a data 
file saved in said external recording medium exists at 
completion of use of an active application program 
downloaded from said server, said control means controls 
operations carried out by said communication means and 
said storage means to delete said active application 
program from said storage means in order to restore said 
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saved application program or saved said data file from 
said external recording medium to said storage means by 
way of said communication means. 

13. An information providing method comprising the 
steps of: 

carrying out communications of data by way of a 
communication means; 

storing a variety of application programs to be 
downloaded in a downloaded- data storage means; 

controlling said communication means, said 
downloaded -data storage means, and a saved-data storage 
means ; 

wherein when a download request from an information 
processing apparatus connected to a server via said 
communicating means is received, said control means 
transmits an application program stored in said 
downloaded -data storage means to said information 
processing apparatus, and when a saving request from said 
information apparatus is received, said control means 
stores an application program or a data file transmitted 
from said information processing apparatus in said saved- 
data storage means as saved data. 

14. The information providing method according to 
claim 13, further comprising the step of carrying out a 
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charging process to request the user of said information- 
processing apparatus to pay a cost required for a process 
of transmitting an application program on the basis of 
the download request made by said information-processing 
apparatus, and a cost required for storing an application 
program or a data file on the basis of the saving request 
made by said information-processing apparatus. 

15. An information-processing program comprising 
the steps of: 

storing application programs and data files in a 
storing means; 

activating an application program stored in said 
storage means to carry out required processing by a 
processing means; 

communicating data with an external server by way 
of a communication means; and 

controlling said communication means and said 
storage means by a control means; 

wherein said control means controls said 
communication means and said storage means in such a 
manner that when an application program is downloaded 
from said server connected by said communication means, 
if said storage means has a free storage area left in 
which said application program is allowed to be installed, 
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said application program downloaded from said server is 
installed in said storage means; but if said storage 
means has no free storage area left in which said 
application program is allowed to be installed, an 
application program or a data file stored in said storage 
means is saved to an external recording medium by way of 
said communication means in order to allocate a free 
storage area in said storage means and then said 
application program transmitted from said server is 
installed in said storage means. 

16. The information-processing program according 
to claim 15, further comprising the step of: 

storing information on an activation history for 
each application program and updating said information on 
an activation history for a specific application program 
upon activation of said specific application program by 
said processing means; 

wherein said control means selects an application 
program to be saved to said external recording medium on 
the basis of said information on an activation history. 

17. The information-processing program according 
to claim 15, wherein if an application program or a data 
file saved in said external recording medium exists at 
completion of use of an active application program 
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downloaded from said server, said control means controls 
operations carried out by said communication means and 
said storage means to delete said active application 
program from said storage means in order to restore said 
saved application program or saved said data file from 
said external recording medium to said storage means by- 
way of said communication means. 

18. An information providing program comprising 
the steps of: 

carrying out communications of data by way of a 
communication means; 

storing a variety of application programs to be 
downloaded in a downloaded-data storage means; 

controlling said communication means, said 
downloaded-data storage means, and a saved-data storage 
means ; 

wherein when a download request from an information 
processing apparatus connected to a server via said 
communicating means is received, said control means 
transmits an application program stored in said 
downloaded-data storage means to said information 
processing apparatus, and when a saving request from said 
information apparatus is received, said control means 
stores an application program or a data file transmitted 
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from said information processing apparatus in said saved- 
data storage means as saved data. 

19. The information providing program according to 
claim 18, further comprising the step of carrying out a 
charging process to request the user of said information- 
processing apparatus to pay a cost required for a process 
of transmitting an application program on the basis of 
the download request made by said information-processing 
apparatus, and a cost required for storing an application 
program or a data file on the basis of the saving request 
made by said information-processing apparatus. 
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